


Collaborative Planning for 
Healthy Communities

Change in Transit-Land Use Integration



Transit is Healthy!

• Exercise opportunities (walk to 
bus)

• Improved safety
• Lower emotional stress
• Links the poor to opportunity
• Connections for isolated older 

adults and the disabled 
• Climate Change
• Economic development



Transit Oriented Communities
What makes them work?

• Compact, dense mix of 
housing, services and jobs

• Affordable housing close to 
jobs

• Pedestrian connectivity
• Complete streets
• Frequent, fast, reliable transit



Barriers to Success

• Transit planning in isolation
• “Peanut butter” approach to bus service
• Low frequency, low reliability
• “Mono-modal” road design
• Short-term planning horizon
• Lack of investor confidence in TOD 

potential



Key drivers are forcing change

• Growth Management
• Population/employment growth is 

outpacing road investment
• Economics of transit
• Climate change/GHG reduction 

goals



New Direction:
Transit 
Emphasis 
Corridors
• Connecting growth centers
• Frequent, Fast, Reliable
• Long-term commitment
• High density, mixed use
• Transit-Priority Infrastructure



Swift Bus Rapid Transit
Starting November 30th

• 10 minute frequency
• Stations every mile
• Off-board fare 

payment
• Hybrid buses
• Technology
• $29 million ($1.7 

million/mile)
• 4 years to develop



Corridor 
Planning 
Framework
Partnerships 
are Key

• Transit, Cities, County, 
WSDOT, etc. working 
together to implement 
a corridor vision



We are already working 
together to change 
Snohomish County

• New downtown, town 
center, urban center plans 
and redevelopment efforts 
are underway



Corridor development 
is moving forward

• 164th St, Ultimate Capacity, 
“Curb The Congestion”

• Lynnwood Hwy 99 Study
• Everett Evergreen Way Study
• Airport Road/128th St



How it’s working on 164th St
• TDM “Curb The Congestion” campaign
• Bus Stop Shelters
• Sidewalk improvements
• Service streamlining
• New Park & Ride/Pool
• Urban Center Master Planning
• Land use changes
• Multi-Modal Infrastructure Study



Challenges
• Neighborhood buy-in to 

density
• Incorporating affordable 

housing
• Funding for transit service



Roland Behee
Supervisor of Strategic Planning
Community Transit
7100 Hardeson Road
Everett, WA 98203
Roland.behee@commtrans.org
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